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Dan in Beerſheha . 

| | OR, | 
| The Lola of Communion 
Sermons, GCC. 


* HIS e 
| 2” BY If 1y introduced with a Pre- 
YN RE _ and concluded by a 


& Poſtſcript, from rae: 


0 
WV! 3 3 but all anony- 


; 


ver of the Church of Scot- 
land, may be contrived by a Jeſuite, (if not 
alſo publiſhed) for the Papiſts ſill claim the 
Church of Scotland, as well as the Presbyte- 

| rians or Epiſcopals. And ſuppoſe it be by 
þ Az ſome 


„ 
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ſome Presbyterian high-flying hachney Wri- | 

ter, yet ſuch may be alfo under Logo Pay, 

and ſerys both, in continuing the Diviſion of 

che Precopregian Church, Gs 
Tur Pre 


Tu Prefacer pretends Fear as his Prin- 

ciple, but that is a. very dangerous Motive, 

and oftner proceeds from chymerical Fancies 

and 2 „than 
& 


y real Cauſe; ſo till 
the Init the Gr 


does, all his Zeal, in my humble Opinion, is 
only beating the Ait. And if he call this 
new Mode of Communions in the Presbyte- 


ry of Edinhingh, An infettious Gangrene, I 


. 


call it a happy Criſis, for curing the Forma- 
lity and oſtentive Religion of roo many, in 
being forward to follow Communions only 
for Sermons, who very rarely Communicate,or 
are otherwiſe Exemplary in their Walk, ex- 


cept” in Talk, a ſplendid Profeffion and Pre- 


tence of Exerciſe, and many Scruples. Now, 
whofe Opinion is juſteſt, his or mine, upon 


Conſideration of what follows, I ſhall refer 
o the impartial and unbiggoted Reader 2 
Ooly, it ſeems a Piece of great Atrogance 


in che Author to cenſure the Deed of a Preſ- 


bytery, eſpecially when it is the putting in 
Practice the i ith Act of the General Aſſem- 
bly 2712, and the more, until the Synod in 


November laſt had paſt, That ke might _— 
{0 ſeen 


S 8 xqapds of Fear be made 4 
more *evidently. to appear than- the Author 
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feen whether the Presbytery had been quar- 

relled for the ſame, either in the Viſitation 
+ of their Presbytery Book, or any other way. | , 
And tho' this Author's Procedure in that re- 
- * ſpect is ſo officious and irregular, yet the 
 _ fame muſt be gloſſed over with the ſpecious 
S , Pretence, That it is not factious Zeal, or to 
U promote a Diviſion, makes him interpoſe, (when 
nothing can be more ſo) and that he longs 10 
b. 
| 
$ 
| 


- ge 2 
2 * 


fee more of the Life and Power of Religion than 
is the Portion of our Time. In this I alſo join 
Wiſhes with him; yet I humbly plead, that 
the many Sermons, long Diſconrfes, and great 
_ Crowds at Communions, has ſo much encou- 

' raged the Formality of meer Show of Perſon 

| + and Lip-ſervice, that ſo generally reigns in 
this Age, Ja. i. 23. 25. Nor is it to the 
Purpoſe, that it is an unprecedented Caſe 
for any one Presbytery to alter our preſent 
Conſtitution, when no ſuperior Authority can 

* be alledged; What then are the Acts of Aſ- 
ſembly 1711, and 1712? recommending the 
frequent Celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
but eſpecially the Act 1645, eff. 14. So if 

this Author, and his Approvers, had pleaſed 

to look ſo far back as to the Teal of our firſt 
Keformers, and even to the Dawn of our 
Reformation, they will find in the firſt Book 

of Diſcipline, Auno 1560, 9. Head, of The 
Policy of the Kirk, Four Times in the Year 
we 


6 A few Reflections 
we think ſufficient to the Adminiſtration of 
the Lord's Supper, and which may be di-: 
ſtincted, that the Superſtition of Times may 
be avoided, as on the firſt Sundays of March, 
June, September, and December; and by an 
Act of the Aſſembly 1562, it is ordained, 
That the Communion be miniſtred Four 
Times in the Year within Burgh, and Twice 
Yearly in Landward ; and if the Presbytery : 
of Edinburgh have taken Eight Years Ad- 
viſement before they ſhewed their Regard to 
theſe late Acts of Aflembly, and other for- 
mer Acts, concerning — Communicat- 
ing, they are more excuſeable than all the 
other Presbyteries in the Kingdom, who 
have hitherto ſlighted all theſe Acts, which, 
I humbly think, any * Miniſter may be 
anſwerable to do, by reſtricting his Sermons 
accordingly, as ſome few Miniſters ſome- 
times do; but the more, when a whole Preſ- 
bytery agrees thereto, unleſs the Acts of Aſ- 
ſembly, or of the Presbytery, are to be ob- 
ſerved by the Miniſter, yea or not at the 
Option of their People, who muſt be plea- . 
ſed, not only Elders, but whole Mobile, and 
ſo turn all Government not only into the In- 
dependent Lay, but to that of Anarchy and 
Confuſion; otherwiſe their Miniſters may 
Preach, Pray, and Communicate by them 
ſelves. But bold Aſſertion, without Proof, 
| | is 


© 


1 
* 
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is enough to take with the Credulous and 
Clamorous, eſpecially if any part of that 
Paper is writ or approved by ſome Miniſter 


in this preſent Church, as I wiſh I had not 


too much Reaſon to ſuſpe& it, when one of 
the Miniſters in the City of Edinburgh was 
not harmonious with his other Brethren, as 

to the ſaid Act, laſt Communion... So far for 
the Preface, 1 | 


CE tool, oe oC IN 


DAN. Conſiderations upon the 


new Scheme of Communions. 


I firſt Paragraph of theſe Conſi- 
: derations, as moſt part of the Ar- 


guments therein, run upon a wrong 


Suppoſition: For, tho' no ſerious Proteſtant 
doubts of the ſavory Report of the Church 
of Scotland over the Retormed World; yet, 
that all its Worſhip is according to the Par- 


tern in the Mount; and that therefore it has 
attained unto Perfection in this fallible State 


of the Church Militant, (altho' compara- 


tively pure) is what, I'think, none will in 


{ Earneſt pretend to: So neither can the ſame 
be pretended in the Diſpenſation of the holy 


Sacra- 
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Sacrament of the Lord's Supper in this 


Church, That hecauſe the way of Adminj- 
ſtration with all the Solemnity we have 


long practiſed, has been ſo eminently counte- 7 


nanced of Heaven, as to teſtify the Lord's | 


Approbation thereof, that therefore every 


Circumſtance thereof is Divine, Infallible, 


and Unalterable, and no Part of the Me- 
thod of Sermons, Diſcourſes, &c. are to be 

varied, under the Certification of departing 
from the Pattern ſhewed in the Mount, is what 
J hope none will deliberately alledge; and 
the more, ſeeing the Weſtminſter Directory 
has only a general Form for the Celebration 
of the- Sacraments, but not a particular 
Form of Inſtirution in eyery Point, which is 
left to the Diſcretion of the Celebrator ; for 
the Presbyteriaus have no Liturgy; nor do 
reſtrict themſelves to een Nur hae in Worſhip: 
How then can this Author ſtate the particu- 
lar Method of Adminiſtration of this Or- 
dinange, which is neither to be altered, gr 
omitted, under the Hazard of bringing in 
Novelties into the Church? On the con- 
trary, the preſent Conſtitution ſince the Re- 
volution, or, as he cxprefles it, the Tolera- 
tion is rather an Innovation, and departing 
ftom the old Inſtitution of 1645, when this 
Church was in its perfect, at leaſt flouriſh- 
ing State ; and I may fay, according ta {any 

| ; - the 
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the Glorious and Golden Age of the Church. 
At which Time of Zeal and Perfection, there 
is found no Act or Appointment by the As- 
ſembly, or in the ſaid Directory; fox a Faſt- 
Day before the Communion, and T'hree Ser- 
mos thereon, or Two Sermons on the 

Monday, as a ſecond Thankſgiving ; but only, 
Act, Se. 14. Af. 1645. That there is to 
{ be one Preparation Sermon on Saturday only, 
only one Sermon before ſerving of the Tables, 
and one, Thankſgiving after the Communion 
is ended. And in the Director), as to the 
Celebration of the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper, The Communion: ot the Supper of 
the Lord is frequently to be celebrated, but 
how often, may be conſidered and determi- 
' ned by the Miniſters, and other Church-Go- 
Io \ vernours of each Congregation, as they ſhall 
>: find moſt convenient, {or the Comfort and 
u- Edification of the People committed to their 
- Charge. Now, as the Acts of the Aſſem- 
or bly ſince the Revolution bear no ſpecial Ap- 


— 


Un pointment of a Faſt-· day before the Commu- 
I nion, nor of two Sermons. on the Monday 
= after the Communion ; ſo there cannot from 
— thence a Direction be taken, how many Ser- 


i mons ſhall. be upon the Faſt-day, Saturday, 
8 and Monday, during the ſame; ſo tho' it may 
1= be ealily granted, that many Sermons at the 
Ee, Beginning of the Revolution were thought 
_—_— ens B necellaryß 
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neceſſary, both to direct the Ignorant, inſtru& ! 
the Young, and to reconcile theſe who had | 


been Hearers of Epiſcopal Miniſters, by 
longer, if not more lively and more numerous 


Sermons, than they had been uſed to, and 
even more Solemnity was needful in the Ad- 
miniſtration of that Sacrament, when it was 
ſuch a Rarity to all, and could not poſſibly * 
be celebrated in many Congregations Yearly, | 
there being few old Miniſters reſtored to their 
Charges; and both old and young Miniſters 
finding a very ſmall Number fit or willing 
to be Communicants ; for theſe that did Con- 
municate in a Dozen of Pariſhes then, were 
not ſo many as now in One or Two; and 
yet, moſt part of the People being curious to 
hear and ſee, rather as to Communicate, put 
the Miniſters (to indulge the Humour) upon 
this Practice of many Sermons. This is al- 
ſo the Sentiment of the Reverend Mr. Wil- 
li ſon, in the Preface to his Sacramental Cate- © 
chiſm, Page 18. which, tho many other Mi- 
niſters of fervent Zeal and the deepeſt 
Thought, long ſince, ſaw needful to be re- 
ſtricted, (and the moſt Part that I have con- 
verſed with have expreſſed their Senſe of the 
Inconveniencies therein) yet none had the 
Courage, by an expreſs Act, to abridge theſe 
Sermons, till the Reverend Presbyrery of 
Edinburgh, by their Act, 27th April 1720, 


ia; 
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did; and the Tenor of which Act is as fol- 
lows. * The Presbytery having conſidered 
© the 11th Act of the General Aſſembly, hol- 
den in the Year 1712, for the more fre- 
quent Celebration of the Lord's Supper; 
aas alſo, the 6th Act of the Aſſembly in the 
# © preceeding Year, whereby it is recommend- 
ed to Presbyteries, to do what they can, to 
have it ſo ordered, that the foreſaid holy 
© Sacrament may be adminiſtred within their 
© Bounds thorow the ſeveral Months of the 
© Year, that ſerious Perſons may have the 
Opportunity, with the more Conveniency, 
© the oftner to Participate' thereof within 
© their own Pariſhes, or in Neighbour Con- 
* gregations, if they deſire the ſame. And 
© having conſidered the Opinion of Seſſions 
© in this Matter given in, Did, and hereby 
do earneſtly recommend to the ſeveral Mi- 
= © niſters and Kirk-Seffions within their 
2 © Bounds, to be careful, that the foreſaid 
holy Ordinance be celebrated in their re- 
© ſpe&ive Churches, at leaſt the Months 
© after-mentioned, viz. January in Canon- 
© gate, February in North-Leith, March in all 
© the Churches of Edinburgh, April in Cor- 
© ftorphine, May in South-Leith and Kirk- 
© Newtoun, June in Weſt-Kirk. and Curry, 
July in Colingtoun and Ratho, and again in 
* © Canongate, Auguſt in Libbertoꝝ and Crammoud, 
by 5 2 * Sy- 
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September again in Ye -jrk, October in 
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Duddingſtoun and again ali the Churches 


of Edinburgh; in November again in Sauch- 


Leith. And it any Pariſh Cannot conveni- s F 


ently keep their Diets above-mentioned, it 


is recommended to fjicn to do it in the _ 
Month of December that Lear. And thar | 

this ſolemn Exerciſe may be perform'd with 
more Seriouſneſs and Decency; and. Com- 
municants may have more Time for private 
Meditation and Selt-Examinatzon ; and 


that as few Miniſters as poſſible may be 


taken from their Work in their own Pa- 
riſhes, on ſuch Occaſions, leaving their 
Congregations without Sermon, whereby + 


People that are not Communicants do 


come and incommode Communicants, or 


prophane the Lord's Day by Vagueing, or 
idle Diſcourſing, and otherwiſe, to the 
great Offence ot Go p aud his-People, and 
the Diſhonour of our holy Religion; The 
Presbytery, upon theſe Conſiderations, and 
for the greater Encouragement of ſuch who 
are Aged, or tender to attend on Commu- 
nion Seaſons, having agreed, That accor- 


ding to the ancient Cuſtom in this Church, 


there be only two Sermons on the Faſt- 
Day, one in the Farenoon, and another in 
the Afternoon; one Preparation Sermon on 
Saturday in the Afternoon; only two Sermons 


on. 


* 
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on the Lord's Day 7 and Oe Thankſgiving 
© Sermon upon Monday in the Forenoon: And 
< Miniſters of Neighbour Congregations are 


appointed to be careful, that their Church- 


es be provided with Sermon both before 


and after Noon; and that ſuch that are not 
to Communicate be exhorted to keep their 


on Pariſh Church, and not to come and 
< throng others. And the Presbytery does 
not think it proper, that there be Sermons 
e in the Church-Yards, on ſuch Occaſians. 
And Laſtly, It is declared, That this is to 
take Etfect in October next, and from thence- 
forth, and Edinburgh to begin; and at In- 
2 © timation of the Sacrament, it is appointed, 
That theſe Preſents be read before the 
* © Congregation, and People Exhorted ac- 
| © cording thereto, . Ts 
| Wuicn- Act, if conſidered impartially, 
$ will be found not only to. be made as there- 
in- narrated, with a direct Regard to the Acts 
of Aſſembly 1711, and 1712, Concerning Fre- 
quency of Communicating ; but it is altogether 
1 conſiſtent with the foreſaid Act of Aſſembly 
1645, Seſſ. 14. and alfo, with the Directory 
above-mentioned, whereby, the how often 
the Sacrament is to be celebrated, is left to 
the Determination of the Miniſter and other 
Church Governours of each Congregation: 
And if thereby every Miniſter may deter- 
= | mine, 


„ 
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mine, how much more may a whole Presby- 


tery, with the Opinion of the Seſſions, ap- 
point the Times in every Pariſh ? But alſo, 


the more to facilitate the ſame, they found 


it needful to 'reſtri&t the Number of Sermons 
on the Days before and after the Commu- 


nion; and eſpecially the Presbytery is with- 


out Blame, when in this they bring down 


the Number of Sermons, according to the 


ancient Cuſtom of this Church, as the ſaid 
Act expreſſes: So that, to ſtand up for the 
Practice of the Covenanted Church of Scotland 
ever fince the Toleration, (at leaſt) handed down 
to us from our reverend and worthy Fathers, who 


' «ſaw the Houſe of the Lord in its former Glory; 


is a very perverted Infinuation, and the Pra- 
ctice from the Revolution, of many Sermons, 
is accountable for, no otherwiſe than as afore- 
ſaid. Nor, without Profanity, can that 
Practice be called the Pattern ſhewed in the 
Mount, any more, than the Multitudes that 
followed our Saviour and his Apoſtles, upon 
the firſt Promulgation of the Goſpel, ſhould 
forbid all Congregational Meeting in Church- 
es, and only allow Multitudes in Streets,and 
Hills Sides, and other Conventicles, accor- 
ding to the laudable Cuſtom of Mr. M Millan 
and . which is certainly 
what this Author and his Approvers would 
be at. ä | 

FROM 
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FROM Page 8. to 15. the Author takes a 
great deal of Pains to demonſtrate the Ne- 
ceiſity of Faſting and Humiliation before 
any ſolemn Approach to God, and more, 
when we are to partake of this ſolemn, au- 
guſt, and tremenduous Ordinance. But who 
queſtions that? Only, the Debate is, :Whe- 
ther the Work of a Faſt-day be Preaching or 
Prayer? And ſeeing, I hope, it will be eaſily 
ranted by thoſe that pretend to the greateſt 
Strictneſs, That Prayer (which conſiſts in 
Confeſſion, Deprecation, and Expoſtulation) 
is the main Work of a Faſt-day, and Preach- 
ing only neceſſary to direct in the Exerciſe of 
Repentance, Reſolutions of Amendment, and 
the Practice of real Reformation; which is 
alſo clear from the Directory, Tit. Faſt. Q 4. 
Then the Doubt is, Whether two Sermons - 
may not be ſufficient for Communion Faſt - 
days, altho* Three have been uſed formerly > 
Beſides, both old and new Acts of Aſſembly 
are ſilent, as to the Number of Sermons on 
any Faſt-days. And even, there is not any 
ſuch Head as Faſting, in the Index of the Acts 
of the Aſſembly, publiſhed in Anno 1706, 
by the Reverend Mr. John Bell Miniſter at 
Glad ſmore; nor is there any Rule as to the 
Number of Sermons on Faſt-days in the 
Directory. 


Now, 


N 
| 
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+ Now, I ſhall fortify this Affertion and 


Practice; by the Teſtimony of two Perſons 
that deſerve very well of this Church ; the 
Firſt is, the judicious Mr. Steuart of Pardi van, 
in the Collections and. Obſervations methodixed, 
conrerning the Morſbip. Diſcipline, and Govern- 
ment of the Church of Scotland, printed at E- 
dinburgh, in Anno 1709, where, in the Title, 
Of the Lord's Supper, § 7. after in the former 
F having narrated the Method of Sermons at 
the Communion, according to the Act of 
Aſſembly 1645, lays, But by the preſent 
Practice, the Thurſday, or ſome other Day 

© of the Week preceeding the Communion, 
© is kept as a Faſt-day, on which there are 
Fhree Sermons, delivered by as many Mi- 
© niſters, (and then very ingenuouſly acknow- 
© ledges) which yet to ſome ſeems not very 
proper; for the Deſign of that Day being 


© a Congregational Fait, on which the Sins 


© of that Pariſh are to be mourned over be- 
© fore the Lord; no other Miniſter can have 
© ſuch Knowledge thereof, as he who la- 


© bours and travels among them. A direct 


© Infinuation, that the Miniſter of the Pa- 
© riſh ſhould take one of the Diets of Ser- 
* mons on the Faſt-day, and why not double 
© their Prayers, and ſo employ as much Time 
© in publick Worſhip, as the Miniſter and 
N © Elders, 
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Elders, according to the Seaſon of the 
© Year, may find convenient. | 
THe next is the induſtrious Mr. Milliſon, 
to whom the Church is ſo much obliged, by 
his Diſcourſe on the Sabbath, his Sacramental 
Catechiſm, and what he has wrote in Defence 
of the Government of the Church. In the 
Preface to the Sacramental Catechiſm, he very 
freely confeſſes, That there is one Thing 
© among us, which. is a great Obſtruction to 
© the frequent Celebration of this Ordinance, 
© viz. The great Number of Miniſters and 
© Preachings now uſed on ſuch Occaſions, 
© which truly makes that ſolemn Work a Bu- 
© ſineſs of ſuch ourward Toil and Labour to 
© the Adminiſtrators, as diſcourages them 
* frequently to undertake it; ſo that, till ſome 
© Regulation be made in the foreſaid Re- 
© ſpec, I deſpair of ſecing this Ordinance 
© diſpenſed ſo frequently among us as it 
© ought to be. In the Days of old, there was 
© leſs Preaching ar Communions, but much 
© Power and Life in them; bur in our Days, 
© there is much Preaching, with little Pow- 
© er. Not that I am againſt much Preach- 


ing at theſe Occaſions, when there is an 
* Appetite among the Hearers, and when 
© Plenty of Miniſters may be had, without 
* laying the Neighbouring Congregarions 
* deſolate, or proving any Let to the Fre- 
| C © quency 
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* quency of this Ordinance ; but to make it 
© a ſtanding Order, That there ſhalt be ſo 
© many Preachings,whether there be Appetite 
© or no, or whatever Inconveniency ſhould 
g 1 I apprehend, cannot be eaſily juſti- 

ed. x | 

Upon the Conſideration of all theſe, ſup- 
poſe the Author of this Paper be a Miniſter, 
and more, if he is not, here is the Suffrage 
both of a Miniſter and an Elder, againſt his 
fingle Opinion and Teſtimony, for continu- 
ing of three Sermons on the Communion Faſt- 
days; beſides, that in all his Arguments for 
many Sermons, he is only — for out- 
ward Worſhip, and multiplying the Labour 
and Exerciſe to the Miniſter; which not only 
recludes the Miniſter of private Work for 
Fimſelf but alſo, when much Time is ſpent 
in the Publick, People can be leſs diſpoſed 
for private Exerciſe; but the more when Faſts 
are generally little kept, but by attending 
Sermons, and forbearing laborious and with- 
out-Doors Work Sowhen,thus this Author 
has loſt all his Labour, in pleading the Ne- 
ceſſity of many Sermons upon the Faſt-days, and 
that the taking away one of them is an Innova- 
tion in God's Worſhip, that may be of dangerous 
and ſad Conſequence to the Church of Scotland. 
I ſay, he has more Reaſon to have exerted 
his Zeal, in complaining of the lax and un- 
concerned 
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concerned Way of obſerving Faſt-days by 
the Generality of Profeflors, according to 
the Decency, or rather Rigour of a Faſt; for 
tho' the Churches are abundantly crowded, 
yet how few, even outwardly, Faſt, or ap- 
pear with a Behaviour ſuitable to the Occa- 
fion, and as appointed by the Directory, 
Tit. Faſting, $ 2. And the Caſes in which 
we fin in the Time of Faſting, eſpecially as 
to Eating, mentioned by the worthy Mr. 


Durban, in the Expoſition of the Ten Com- 


mands, upon the Second Command, Page 69. * 
(4ro.) This Author, tho' he inſtanced the 
Eight Days Faſt appointed by the Act of Aſ- 
ſembly, 13. March 1569, yet he does not no- 
tice in the ſaid Act, as follows: Aud in the 
mean Time, to uſe the Exerciſe preſcribed before, 
and to uſe Sobriety in Eating and Drinking ; 
praying, namely, That God would be pleaſed to 
quench that appearing Fire of Inteſtine Troubles. 
Petrie's Church Hiſt. Part 3. Page 361. Where 
you may obſerve Praying directed, but no 
Order for many Sermons. - ' 

Page 15. As to that Article in the Act, 


which diſcharges any Sermons but one, upon 
the Saturday and Preparation Day; If the 
Preparation for the Holy Communion conſiſt- 
ed in hearing many Sermons, theſe would be 
ſoon granted unto them that are ſo fond of 
mem; but I am very hopeful, that every 
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ſerious Chriſtian will not ſcruple to yield, 
that it conſiſts moſt in perſonal Exerciſes of 
Meditation, Self-Examination, and ſtirring 
up of the Graces, eſpecially Sorrow and 


Love, in beholding a Crucified Saviour, re- 
preſented in theſe Symbols of Bread and 


Wine, (which is plainly expreſt in the Pref- 


bytery A&.) Now, when the Time is ſpent 
in hearing many and long Sermons, how 
little Leiſure is there, and what a Wearineſs 


muſt our private Exerciſe be? But that there- 


fore more publick Preparation is neceſſar 
than one ſhort Sermon, (ſeldom uſed at ſuck, 
Occaſions) ſeems very weakly inforced by 
his Two Reaſons. 19. From the Prepara- 
tion that was made for the Paſſover. 240. 
'That the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
a very awful and tremenduous Ordinance; I 
was not a little pleaſed when this Author 
ſeemed aware, that it may be alledged, That 
all the Preparation for the Paſſover is private 
Work, and pleads rather for the Act, which al- 
lows. ſo much Time for private Work, and freely 
ackuowledges, it is a neceſſary Duty to emplsy 
much Time in ſolemn private Preparation ; but 
muſt lament , that even the Time we are not en- 
gaged in publick Ordinance is ſo much miſfimpro- 
ven. But I muſt ask his Pardon, that I differ 
from him, when he aſſerts, That this ſtrongly 
pleads, that the publick Preparation ys have 
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ſhould not be diminiſhed, to prevent our A- 
buſe of more of our Time before this ſolemn 
Work. | 
As to his Arguments, Page 18. That it is 
obſervable, where moſt Pains are taken by Mi- 
niſters in preparing People for that ſolemn Ordi- 
nance, the Hearers are moſt diligent in private 
Preparation, and on the:contrary, &c. and that 
it is known from Experience, that Diverfity of 
Gifts are edifying. I think, I need no more 
than mention theſe weighty Arguments, to 
ſhow how little Force is in them ; for, ac- 
cording to this manner of Reaſoning, the 
Miniſter, inſtead of all other Parts of his 
Office, muſt only every Day Harangue and 
Preach, and alſo give their People Change of 
Preachers to gratify their itching Ears, 
which the Apoſtle Paul reproves, 2 Tim. 


Y ALso Page 18. he ſays, in the ſame Act 
they appoint, That there be only one Sermon 
«pou Monday; no doubt, this is, that the People 
may have more Time for their private Thankſ- 
giving, which is indeed very well obſerved; 
yet he adds, But good it is, that this cannot be 
alledged, I think, we may endure our uſual two 
Sermons now; as well as before; if God deal well 
with us, we will not grudge to praiſe him. But 
I comprehend not, how, by hearing many 
Sermons, we directly praiſe G OD; ſeeing 


\ 
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it ſpecially conſiſts in Prayer and ſinging of 
Pſalms. Yea, he confutes himſelf in the ſame 
Paragraph, by his Inſtance of our Saviour 


Jeſus, who when he had given the Paſſover and 


Lord's Supper, ſung a Hymn; but how proves 
he, that our Saviour preached a long Time 
after? This docs not in the leaſt appear, but 
rather the contrary, in the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpels : Thus, in Matthew, after they had 
ſung a Hymn, they went out to the Mount 
of. Olives, Matth. xxvi. 30. to 47. where our 
Saviour prayed, and gave his Diſciples ſeve- 
ral Warnings and Admonitions. Mark xiv. 
contains an Account of our Saviour's Inſti- 
rution of. the Lord's Supper, and Behaviour 
after, in the ſamt Manner. Alſo, Luke xxii. 
from Verſe 21. to 37. is a very ſhort Ser- 
mon; but as to the xiv, xv, and xvi. Chap- 


ters of John, the —— the xiii. Chap. 


implies, That the Conſolatory Diſcourſe in 


that and the following Chapter, was before 


the Paſſover, in theſe Words, Verſe 1. Now 
before the Fraſt of the Paſſover. But ſuppoſe 


it was after, which does not agree with the 


Relation of the other Evangelifts before- 
mentioned; yet this ſeems not a Rule to 
Miniſters, no more, than our Saviour's waſh- 
ing his Diſciples Feet, and other Actions 


AND 
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Ax tho! the Monday after the Commu- 
nion be commonly called the Thankſgivin; 
Day, yet the Afternoon Sermon on the Sabbat 
is more properly ſuch; and the Meeting on 
the Monday ſeems rather fitted for directin 
Communicants, in examining what Go 
they have reaped from that holy Ordinance, 
and for — them in a watchful and 
circumſpect Walk, anſwerable to the Bleſſings 
beſtow'd, and Engagements they are under, 
which is a practical Thankſgiving, Pſal. l. 
23. than as a Thankſgiving. And thus the 
Directions in one Sermon are more than the 
beſt Chriſtian can obſerve; What Need then 
of many Sermons? 

Page 20. As to the Sermons in the Church- 
Tard, or without Doors, there can be no 
ſolid Argument for the ſame, except to pleaſe 
the Populace; nor is there any Need of 
them, were the Communion more frequently 
celebrated, and Neighbour Pariſhes not de- 
ſignedly left vacant by the Miniſters leaving 
their own Churches, as the ſaid Act very 
well cautions : Yet, how amuſing is it, for 
Communicants to have Liberty to hear a 
Sermon in Time of the Action, either be- 
fore or after their going to the Table, altho” 
the ſame is alſo forbidden by the 14. Act, 
Aſſ. 1645. but it is like this Author has ne- 
ver noticed this Act. And for what he * 
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of weak People, their not being able longer 
to endure a Throng ; if this Method were 
obſerved, not only in the Presbytery of E- 
dinburgh, but by other Presbyteries, 1t would 
prevent the crowding of Charches, as thoſe 
that cannot endure have not a Call to be 
there, for the Lord will have Mercy, aud not 
Sacrifice, Matth. ix. 13. 12 
Ir any deſire further Arguments upon 
theſe Heads, you may perule a little Book 
printed at London, 1704. Entitled, A Dia- 
logue betwixt a Presbyterian Miniſter, and a 
Gentleman of Epiſcopal Perſuaſion, concerning 
the Separation from the Church, as now eſtabliſh- 
ed in the Church of Scotland. And ſuppoſe, 
the Cauſe of Separation is not throughout 
ſo well pleaded, yet Chap. 6. Of the Way of 
adminiſtrating the Lord's Supper, the Offence 
in that Matter is ſo pithily and pungently 
held forth, that the Defences ſeem very little 
to the Purpoſe. I ſhall only mention, what 
he ſays from two ſeveral Books, printed at 
London 1657, both Authors, tho* publick 
Reſolutioners, were hearty Presbyterians, and 
zealous Covenanters. The Firſt is, Uldericus 
Veredicus five de Statu Eccleſiæ Scoticane, 
Dialogus. Impreſſ. Eleutheripoli Natolice, Anno 
1657. Thus Engliſhed: * They have turned 
© the holy Supper either into a Theatrical 
Pomp, or into the Popiſh Error of Opus 
. Operatum; 
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; © Operatum ; for when that comes to be ad- 


* miniſtrare in a Church where ary of them 
cis Miniſter, even they who are in the re- 
mote Parts of the Kingdom are warned, at 
the Day appointed they come from ſundry 
© Quarters, theſe who defire to be efteemed 
© molt precious; neither is there dne' or two 
© Miniſters, but many, eſpecially. ſueh who 
© are eminent among them for | Eſteem 
© of Sanity, or for Giks, when they come 
© to the Action the molt part of them to 
* whom the Benefit belongs (the People of 
© the Pariſh) are excluded, as if they were 
© Halt-Muſcovites: But to their own, thoſe 
* of their own Patty, of whatever Pariſh, 
© the heavenly Bread is diſtributed, as the true 
© Children of Gop. They have there ſo 
© many Sermons, as were never in any Church 
© before in ſo ſhort a Time. | 

Tus Title of the other, is a true Repre- 
ſentation of the Riſe, Progreſs, and State of 


Diviſions of the Church of Scotland, in which 


the. Author hath theſe Words concerning this 
Matter, Page v. 37. * Albeit the General 
Aſſembly, in the Year 1645, did eſtablif] 

© an Order for Uniformity, and preventing 
* Confuſion in the Celebration of the Sacrg- 
* ment, wherewith this whole Church reſted 
* well {atistied ; yet ſince our Divifions, our 
© diſſenting Brethren have taken up a new 
e 5 D 1 
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and irregular Way, to omit their way of 
© admitting Perſons who come from other 
© Congregations ; they do not now otdina- 
rily celebrate this Ordinance, but they 
© have a great many Miniſters gathered into 
© it, Six or Seven, or ſometimes Double, or 
more, Whoſe Congregations moſt part are 
left deſtitute of Preaching that Day. Great 
Confluence from all the Country, and ma- 
ny Congregations about are gathered at 
them, and 1n.every Day of their Meeting, 
(which are Saturday, the Lord's Day, and 
Monday. N B. No Faſt Days.) Many ot 
theſe Miniſters do preach ſucceſſively one 
after another; ſo that Three or Four, or 
ſometimes more, do preach at their Prepa- 
ration, and as many on the Monday fol- 
lowing ; ahd on the Sabbath ſometimes 
Three or Four preach before they go to the 


— 


„ « 


Multitude of People, who cannot be con- 
tained in the Church. Theſe Practices, as 
they are a clear Violation of the Order 
unanimouſly eſtabliſhed in the Church, and 
do occaſion great Animoſity and Aliena- 
tion of ſimple People, againſt thoſe Mini- 
© ſters who will not imitate theſe irregular 
'© Courſes, ſo unintereſted Obſervers perceive 
© a clear Deſign in all this, to ſer up them- 
© ſelves as the only zealous and pious People 
* wotthy 
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© worthy to be truſted, and followed in our 
© publick Differences: Which, if jt be not 
an Injury to that ſacred Ordinanee, and 
an Improving thereof, (which ſhould be a 
© Bond of Unity and Communion) to be a 
Wedge to drive and fix a Rent, ler the 
* judicious and ſober Reader judge.” Thus 
far theſe two Authors. oy 

I am heartily ſorry there is ſtill roo much 
Ground for theſe Complaints, and that. thir 
Citations arc ſo applicable to the Purpoſe ; 
but ſeeing the Presbytery of Edinburgh has 
ſo far endeavoured an Amendment, I ſeri» 
ouſly wiſh the other Presbyteries in the King- 
dom may ſpeedily follow their Example; ſo 
that this Church may improve in Holineſs, 
Peace and Unity, is the ſincere Prayer of, 
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1721. Laico Philo-Presbyter. , 
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Good Abvicz to Miniſters and their Wives; 
Or, Martha's Care ſet right, 


T O W unſuitable are the ſumptuous 

1 Dinners on the Monday after that holy; 
ſolemn and auguſt Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper! Theſe 5 have pattaked ſetiouſiy; 
| 9 2 an 
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and who are in a good Frame, mày wear out 
of it; but ſuch Crowd and Hurry blows it a- 
- way, How unſeaſonable is it, after Feaſting 
upon the broken Body and precious Blood of 
a crucified Saviour, to be feeding plentifully, 
after' the Exhortations in the Sermons to 
Sobriety, Watchfulneſs, and a holy Conver- 
ſation becoming the Goſpel, how uraccount- 
able is it in Miniſters and Elders, and other 
devout Perſons, to give over their Watch ſo 
ſoon, by the promifcuous Company, and little 
edifying Diſcourſe at the Miniſter's Table? 
And tho' there be no Exceſs there in Eating 
Ade Drinking, yet after ſuch a ſolemn Or- 
| dinance as the holy-Communion, a particu- 
lar Temperance and Moderation is required, 
and more Abſtractedneſs of Thought neceſ- 
ſary for to compoſe the Mind, and enable 
us to put in Practice by the Aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit the Vows, Reſolutions and En- 
gements made before or at the Lord's 
F able; in ſuch a Hurry, how can we watch 
gnd pray, that we enter . uot into Temptation, 
our bleſſed Saviour's Advice to his Diſciples 
after the Inſtitution of this holy Sacrament ? 
Or how ſhall we renounce the World. and 
the Fleſh, and reſiſt the Devil, when we are 
thus intangled in Pleaſure, and, as it were, 
busking a Bait for Satan's Temptations > Or 
thus, how can we obſerve theſe an 
N ä 0 
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of the Apoſtle Paul, Rom. xiii. 11, 12, 13, 14. Eb. 
v. 18. and of the Apoſtle Peter, 1 Pet. iv. 3. 
tho' the Converſation at ſuch Meetings may be in- 
nocent, yet it is ſeldom pertinent; few Words 
dropt of Religion and Godlineſs, no Repetition of 
Sermons, or any Word about them, except Mini- 
ſters criticiſing and rallying ane another, bragging of 
their. long Harangues and Diſcourſes, and the 
throng Auditory of idle Spectators; but they do 
not conſider that we muſt account for every idle 


Word, ſuperfluous as well as bad ; That Sermons 


are to be weighed as well as meaſured, and that a 
Perſon's having ſpent much Time in a ay Diſ- 
courſe, is no Merit, where the Hearers for the 
moſt Part are weary, or. only amuſed thereby: 
But I wiſh there were not too much Reaſon to ſu- 
ſpect, that. thir Occaſions are the only Vent for 
Miniſters Vanity in ſhewing their Gifts ; whereas, 
the Paſtor's Practice is often more effectual than 
his Preaching. For when the People ſee their 
Miniſters and Elders ſo: ſoon comply with the 
World, and forget their: own Exhortations, will 
they not think, what may they not do ?: and that 
all their Noiſe of Temperance, Abſtinence, Mo- 
deration, Guard of the Tongue, c. is all meer 
Show, that they are Men of like Paſſions, and, as ſoon 
entangled as others. Yea, this is a Scandal both to 
the Godly and Profane ; for as the laſt may too 
juſtly ſay, That few Miniſters rule well their own 
Houſes, when they cannot moderate themſelves, or 
their Wives, in the Emulation or Extravagance in 
the Entertainment (ſo to call it) at the Chriſtian 
Infare. So the Firſt have too much Reaſon to 
think, that the Miniſters Moderation and Sobriety 
during the Communion Days, is only like the Pa- 
piſts Faſting an Fridays, or during Lent, from Fleſh, 
when they Feaſt more luxuriouſly upon * 
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Tux ancient Chriſtians had their Agape, Love 
Feaſts, after the Communion, which are reproved 
by the Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor: xi. and the Church was 
ſoon obliged to forbear them. And Mr. Warden, in 
his Practical Eſſay on the Lord's Supper, Page 188. very 
ſerjonſly thus diſſwades Monday Dinners, It were to be 
wiſbed, theſe Meetings and Eatings together, that are in 
fome Places on Mondays after Communions, which bow- 
ſeevey ſober as to outward Bebaviour, and free from all 
Immoderation ; yet that they avere either intirely aboliſhed, 
ar mort Chriſtianly and to ſpiritual Edification managed; 
for as they now are, they give no ſmall Diſturbance to 
the Giver, and I fear very great Diverſion to the Re- 
celvers ; ſo that they certainly ſhould be ſorboru, or very 
much vegulate. The Civil Government have ſump- 
tuary Laws, the Eccleſiaſtical have as much Need 
of Rules of Sobriety, —_— among the Clergy. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, the firſt Communion 
with his Diſciples, ſung a Hymn, and went out 
with'them to the Mount of Olives, Matth. xxvi. 30. 
and ſome Minifters after the Adondays Dinners, ſing 
a Pſalm. Now, left it may be thought Niggard- 
neſs in the Miniſters - forbearing that Entertain- 
ment, {which has been ſo long in uſe) to the Mi- 
niſters, their Wives, Children, the Heritors of the 
Pariſh. or Neighbourhood, their Ladies and Chil- 
dren, with the Elders, Precentor and Bedal, which 
often make a Company of Thirty or Ferty ; let the 
Miniſters beſtow that Expence in Charity, or ta 
ſome pious Uſe, of which there are too many Ob- 
jects; ſuch as, the applying that Expence for a ſe- 
cond or third Communion Elements in the Year. As 
allo, if that laudable Charity of r and Ca- 
techiſing the Poor that wait for Alms that Day, 
were continued, it might be beſtowed for 9 
Books to ſuch as want, or other Reward to theſe 


that jnovaſe in Knonlodge, de Miaidrrs taking 
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Lift of ſuch Poor, that ſuch may endeavour Li- 
terally to be among the Bleſſed, whoſe are the Ting 
dom of Heaven, Matth. v. 3. | 
Tus would alſo ſave the Anxiety of the Mini- 
ſter's Wife, in preparing Dinners all the Sermon 
Days, eſpecially the Monday, and the Attendance 
of the Servants in making the Feaſt ready; which, 


I fear, the Seſſion would account ſcandalous ; yea, 


could not paſs without a Cenſure in any other at 


that Time. 


Ax p altho' a great many Miniſters acknowledge, 


and are ſenſible sf their Fault in this, and the Inde - 


cency and Confuſion ariſing thereby; yet they do 


not conſider, That the Throng and Tent - Sermons, 


and conſequently the Number of Brethren on Mon- 


days, are owing to the — many Vacancies 


about, and thereby too many Miniſters as Aſſiſtants: 
Inſtead of Seven or Eight, Two or Three might 


ſerve any Pariſh, and none of them next Neigh- 


bours, unleſs. their . Pariſhes were ſupplied, which 


would cauſe no Vacancies: Two Sermons on the 


Faſt-day, One upon Saturday, and One upon Mom- 
47. are ſufficient; yea, as 1 by the Ads 
of the General Aſſembly, and lately by the — 
ſerved ; and I humbly propoſe, that the Minifter of 
the Pariſh ſhould. always take one of the — 

is 


Sermons, being beſt acquaint with the State of 


People. Thir Things, when urged, are very free- 
ly granted, but who has the Reſolution to amend 
what they are ſenſible is thus wrong ? Are not Mi- 


niſters Cuſtoms,” if Evil, to be broke off, as well as 


of the People; yea, ſhould they not ſhew their 
Readineſs in giving Example, and a greater Care in 


'ſhanning all Appearance of Evil: For after ſuch ſo- 


lemn Occaſions, and Heart-affeQing Sermons, Mi- 
nifters and People had more Need to go to their 
| own 
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own Homes and Retirements, than to converſe. in 
any mixt Company, and far leſs ſnould be troubled » 
in giving or receiving Entertainment, or keepinb 
up of Table Diſcourſe ; a good Frame ſoon ſhps 
of, and needs much to be watched, and when gone 
®_ » * ' . 
is not ſo foon recovered, nor do many think of it 
again, till the Week before the next Communion. 
Ix that French Book, The Guide to the Communion, ' 
allowed by the Cardinal De Noailles, there is much 
Devotion, and uſeful Inſtruction and Direction for 
Self- Examination, in that Article, How we ought to 
ſpend the Day in which we have Communicate ; ſays, 
| ' That wve ought to employ it in E aring and meditating on 
| the Word of God; to paſs over, and reftect upon the good 
Thoughts and Reſolutions which we have taken, the 
Graces which we have received, and to edify others by 
our grave and ſerious Diſcoutſes and boly Conduct. This 
is very like the Behaviour of him who has betray'd Feſus 
Chriſt, to give the Morning to God, and the Afternoon to 
the World; to Communicate in the Church in the Morn- 
ge, and at Night to go to the Play-houſe and Gaming. 
And in the Rules, How to Communicate every Day, 
the ſame Author ſays, That we ought to overcome all 
evil Inclinations, not only an Affedtion to Things uſeleſs 
and dangerous, as Gaming, Feaſts, &c. but even our 
Natural Inclinations, ; | 


May this be a Heel-Chap to Monday- 
Dinners. AME N. „„ 
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